In many ways, the situation of ovc in Zimbabwe is a microcosm of the majority of sadc Member States. The majority of Member States of sadc share common historical experiences and socio-cultural, economic and political linkages and challenges. Nine of the Member States have hiv prevalence among the 15-49 year olds of more than 10%, with some higher than 25%. With the exception of Botswana, Mauritius, South Africa, Namibia, Seychelles and Swaziland which are considered to be middle income countries, the majority are classified among the world's very poor countries. Poverty and under development remain daunting challenges for the sadc region. About two thirds of the population in the region lives below the international poverty line of us$2 per day. Poverty is exacerbated by high levels of unemployment and low industrial growth and productivity which characterize most of the Member States. Food insecurity is particularly acute in the region, largely due to natural disasters associated with climate change such as floods and recurrent drought. Human productivity has also been curtailed by labour migration and high morbidity and mortality rates among the economically productive age group largely as a result of the treble effect of hiv and aids, malaria and tuberculosis, 
